discrimination against Christians, including the transformation of church buildings into mosques and prohibitions on bell-ringing and on the construction of new places of Christian worship. 4 However, the new Ottoman rulers were careful not to attempt to convert infidels by force, not least because of legal protections afforded to tax-paying non-Muslims. However, the situation in Hungary was different from that experienced elsewhere in the Balkans. In Hungary, the Ottomans had to deal with several confessions that stood in opposition to, and competition with, each other. Even if the Ottoman authorities regarded the Protestants with a degree of benevolence, they were primarily interested in the rapid pacification of their conquered territory which included establishing peaceful coexistence between Hungary's rival confessions. 5 The Reformation also spread unhindered in the part of the kingdom of Hungary that was ruled by the Habsburgs, as well as in the principality of Transylvania as it evolved into a vassal state of the Ottoman Empire. This was despite the fact that these territories were ruled almost continuously by Catholics during the 16th century. However, the path of the Reformation differed in these two territories. In Habsburg Hungary, freedom of religion was not upheld by any formal guarantees, and was endangered by the anti-Protestant measures taken by Emperor Rudolf ii in 1604. Meanwhile in Transylvania, the preservation of public peace was based upon legal confirmation of the advances made by Protestantism during the second half of the 16th century.
The rapid and peaceful spread of the Reformation can be ascribed to the collapse of the medieval Hungarian kingdom following Ottoman occupation and the accompanying collapse of Catholic church structures. As a result of being on the border between two superpowers, Hungary and Transylvania were in a politically unstable situation. However, both the Hungarian Estates and Transylvanian princes quickly learned how to manoeuvre between the Habsburgs and Ottomans, and the political and social significance of the nobility in this situation should not be underestimated.6 The non-violent regulation of confessional pluralism in Hungary and Transylvania was also founded upon medieval building blocks, including traditions of peaceful coexistence between
